VILLAGE OF SCARSDALE
RESIDENTIAL FLOOR AREA RATIO (FAR) WORKSHEET

The Village of Scarsdale regulates the size of single-family and two-family homes in the Residence A districts, per Local Law #1 of 2002, by restricting the Floor Area Ratio (FAR). FAR is defined as the gross floor area of the building(s) on a lot divided by the gross lot area. This form is designed to help you calculate the Maximum FAR that applies to your lot and the actual FAR of your home.

In calculating the gross floor area of a house for the purpose of determining its FAR, Local Law #1 of 2002 requires all floor space in the main house (plus any accessory structures) to be included. However, the Village allows certain parts of the house to be excluded from the calculation, depending on their scale and design. In particular, portions of the basement, the attic, and the garage may be excluded. 

INSTRUCTIONS

This worksheet will help you determine what parts of your house must be included and which parts may be excluded from the FAR calculation. PLEASE NOTE: Depending on the design of your house, you may not have to fill out the entire worksheet. To determine what parts of the worksheet you need to complete, please follow these guidelines. 

Part A: Maximum FAR and Floor Area. Required of all applicants. 

Part B: Gross Floor Areas of the Main Floors of the Main House. Required of all applicants. 

Part C: Gross Floor Area of the Basement or Cellar. 

1. Is any part of the basement or cellar wall that faces the front yard exposed (i.e., above the finished grade), including basement garages?  ( Yes  ( No 

2. If you answered "yes" to Question C1, is any part of the exposed wall 3 feet or more in height?  ( Yes  ( No

3. If you answered "yes" to both questions, you are required to fill out Part C. If you answered "no" to either question, you can skip Part C. 

Part D: Gross Floor Area of the Attic. 

1. Is there one or more dormer anywhere on the roof, including the roof over the attached garage (if applicable)?  ( Yes  ( No

2. Does any part of the attic have a floor-to-ceiling height of 4 feet or more? ( Yes  ( No

3. If you answered "yes" to both questions, you are required to fill out Part D. If you answered "no" to either question, you can skip Part D. 

Part E: Gross Floor Area of All Accessory Structures Except Detached Garages. Required of all applicants who have a cabana, guesthouse, caretaker’s cottage, pool house, shed, barn, or other similar structure(s) on their property, separate from the main house. If you have a detached garage, but no other detached structure, you can skip Part E.    

Part F: Gross Floor Area of the Garage. Required of all applicants who have a garage, whether attached to the main house or detached. If all your garage space is contained in a basement or cellar, you can skip Part F.  

Part G: Total Floor Area. Required of all applicants. 
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