MEETING NOTICE
Village of Scarsdale
The Village of Scarsdale Board of Trustees meeting, originally scheduled to
convene at 8:00 PM on Tuesday, September 8, 2020, has been revised to a start
time of 7:00 PM on the same date. The meeting will be held via Zoom video
conferencing service. Members of the public wishing to participate in the meeting
can do so via online at https://zoom.us/j/93183703358, or call into the meeting by
calling 1-929-436-2866 and entering the Meeting ID 931 8370 3358.
There will be no Village Board Agenda Review meeting.
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www.scarsdale.com

Village Board Agenda
September 08, 2020
Village Board Meeting – 7:00 PM – Zoom Online Meeting
** Note 7:00 PM Start Time **
Members of the public wishing to participate in the meeting may do so online at
https://zoom.us/j/93183703358, or by calling 1-929-436-2866 and entering the Meeting ID 931 8370 3358.
To participate in public comment online, click “Raise Hand,” or dial “*9” if commenting by telephone.
Roll Call

______________________

Pledge of Allegiance

______________________

Minutes
 Village Board Limited Agenda Meeting of August 25, 2020

______________________

Bills & Payroll
 Trustee Veron

______________________

Mayor’s Comments

______________________

Manager’s Comments

______________________

Public Comment

______________________

Trustee Liaison Reports

______________________

Agenda Items
Trustee Arest
 Resolution re: Acknowledgement of Justice Court Audit for Fiscal
Year Ending May 31, 2020

______________________

Trustee Lewis
 Resolution re: Calling for a Public Hearing on the Number of
Taxicabs to be Licensed in 2021

______________________

Trustee Ross
 Resolution re: Acceptance of a Gift from the United States First
Responders Association for the Scarsdale Fire Department

______________________

Written Communications (none)

______________________

Town Board Agenda
September 08, 2020 – Town Board Meeting
Zoom (see instructions first page)
Roll Call

______________________

Minutes
 Town Board Meeting of August 11, 2020

______________________

Reports
 Report of the Custodian of Taxes as of August 31, 2020

______________________

Public Comment (contingent on commencing no later than 10:00 PM)

______________________

Future Meeting Schedule
Tuesday, September 22, 2020
 7:00 PM – Village Board Regular Meeting – Zoom Video
Conferencing Service (Subsequent Meeting Notice with Time and
Format Changes to Follow)

______________________
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THREE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED FIFTY-EIGHTH
LIMITED AGENDA MEETING
Video Conference
Via Zoom
August 25, 2020
A Limited Agenda Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Scarsdale was
held on Tuesday, August 25, 2020 via video conference (Zoom) at 8:30 a.m.
Present were Mayor Samwick and Trustees Arest, Crandall, Lewis, Ross, Veron, and
Waldman. Also present were Acting Village Manager Cole, Assistant Village Manager
Richards, Deputy Village Attorney Garrison, Village Treasurer McClure, Village Clerk Conkling,
and Assistant to the Village Manager Katzin.
********
Minutes
The minutes of the Regular Board of Trustees Meeting of Tuesday, August 11, 2020
were approved on a motion entered by Trustee Crandall, seconded by Trustee Ross and
carried unanimously.
********
Bills & Payroll
Trustee Crandall reported that she had audited the Abstract of Claims dated
August 25, 2020 in the amount of $415,888.76 which included $41,008.73 in Library Claims
previously audited by a Trustee of the Library Board, which were found to be in order and
she moved that such payment be ratified.
Upon motion duly made by Trustee Crandall and seconded by Trustee Ross, the
following resolution was adopted unanimously:
RESOLVED, that the Abstract of Claims dated August 25, 2020 amount of
$415,888.76 is hereby approved.
********
Future Meeting Schedule
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Tuesday, September 8, 2020 – Village Board Regular Meeting – Zoom Video
Conferencing Service (Subsequent Meeting Notice with Time and Format Changes
to Follow)

Village Hall Schedule


Monday, September 7, 2020 – Labor Day – Village Hall Closed
********

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was
adjourned at 8:32 A.M. on a motion entered by Trustee Arest, seconded by Trustee Crandall,
and carried by a unanimous vote.
Respectfully submitted,

Donna M. Conkling
Village Clerk

RESOLUTION RE: ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF JUSTICE COURT
AUDIT FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING MAY 31, 2020
RESOLVED,

that the Village Board herein acknowledges completion and receipt of the
independent audited financial statements for the Scarsdale Village Court
accounts for the year ending 5/31/20, consistent with Section 219-a of the
Uniformed Justice Court Act.

Submitted by:
Date:
For:

Village Manager
August 25, 2020
September 08, 2020

RESOLUTION RE:

CALLING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON
THE NUMBER OF TAXICABS TO BE
LICENSED IN 2021

RESOLVED,

that a Public Hearing is hereby called by the Board of Trustees of
the Village of Scarsdale to be held at 7:00 PM via Zoom video
conferencing on Tuesday, September 22, 2020, to determine the
number of 2021 taxicab licenses available for issuance in Scarsdale
pursuant to Section 272-3 of the Village Code. Members of the
public wishing to participate in the meeting may do so online at
https://zoom.us/j/93183703358, or by calling 1-929-436-2866 and
entering Meeting ID 931 8370 3358; and be it further

RESOLVED,

that the Village Clerk is directed to advertise said Public Hearing.

Submitted by:
Date:
For:

Village Manager
September 02, 2020
September 08, 2020

Village of Scarsdale

Memorandum
Village Clerk’s Office
To:
From:
Date:
Re:

Stephen M. Pappalardo, Village Manager
Donna Conkling, Village Clerk
September 2, 2020
Calling for a Public Hearing on the Number of Taxicabs to be licensed in 2021

Pursuant to Section 272-3 of the Village Code, the Board of Trustees must determine the number
of taxicabs to be licensed each year. For your information, the following number of taxicab licenses
has been issued by the Village of Scarsdale during the last 10-year period:
Year
2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011
24
24
24
24
23
23
23
22
22
22
Taxicab Licenses
Issued
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
Authorized Taxicab 25
Licenses
The Village has issued an average of 23 taxicab licenses over the past decade while authorizing a
steady maximum of 25. As of July 1, 2019, the U.S. Census estimates the population in Scarsdale
at 17,871. Based on that estimate, the population in the Village has increased approximately 3.94%
since the 2010 U.S. Census count of 17,166. However, the 2019 Census estimated population is a
1.15% decrease from the 2018 estimated population of 18,079.
While Metro North ridership has increased by 6% for weekdays and 35-40% for weekends between
2010 and 2019, ridership has fallen precipitously since mid-March 2020. To that point, Metro North
reports that both inbound and outbound boardings dropped 95% in April and May. The months of
June and July indicated a small improvement, with an average drop in ridership of 82-86%. Another
small improvement is noted for the month of August, with the ridership rate of decline at
approximately 79-82%.
The Village recognizes the abysmal ridership statistics from Metro North and the current
environment in general and likelihood that there will be significantly less commuters in 2021, and
therefore less taxicabs on the road. That being the case, there are no legal impediments or adverse
impacts to maintaining our current number of available taxicab licenses, only that we fail to sell all
the licenses available. During the uncertain and ever changing COVID-19 pandemic environment,
it may actually prove prudent to maintain current taxicab license levels should train ridership and
commuting to New York City quickly accelerate. Increasing the number of licenses available at
that time would require scheduling and holding a second public hearing which could take a month

or more, depriving resident commuters of what may be much needed taxi services. Bear in mind
that mobile entities such as Uber and Lyft, though not licensed, have dramatically reduced service
in the tristate area due to the pandemic. These services may not be as readily available over the next
12 months to supplement a shortage of local tax service.
For these reasons, I recommend that the maximum number of 25 taxicab licenses be made available
for the 2020-2021 year.
The Scarsdale Police Department has completed inspections on five taxicabs from Central Taxi of
Scarsdale, with all having passed; one vehicle has an expired inspection, but is not on the road
providing service. Mr. Dave Bliss, Dispatcher for Central Taxi, informed Police Officer Woodward
that only five of the 24 licensed taxicabs are currently on the road due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Accordingly, only five of 25 licenses will be issued, pending successful inspection of others, as
customer demand dictates they be brought back into service. Copies of the inspection reports have
been submitted by Lt. Boris Grgas and are attached to this memo.
I respectfully request that a public hearing on this matter be scheduled for the September 22, 2020,
Village Board meeting.
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RESOLUTION RE:

ACCEPTANCE OF A GIFT FROM THE UNITED
STATES FIRST RESPONDERS ASSOCIATION
FOR THE SCARSDALE FIRE DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS,

in recognition of the Scarsdale Fire Department’s provision of essential
public safety services in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the United
States First Responders Association, a 501(c)(3) with an educational and
social networking purpose, has partnered with Mast-Jägermeister of White
Plains, NY, to make an unrestricted $5,000 gift to the Department; and

WHEREAS,

pursuant to Policy #106 of the Village of Scarsdale Administrative Policies
and Procedures Manual entitled, “Gifts to the Village of Scarsdale,”
acceptance of any gift valued at $500 or more must be approved by the
Village Board of Trustees; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED,

that the Village Board of Trustees hereby accepts the gift of $5,000 from the
United States First Responders Association; and be it further

RESOLVED,

that the $5,000 gift be deposited into Fire Department Gift Account #TE 9309; and be it further

RESOLVED,

that the Village Board of Trustees hereby extends its thanks and appreciation
to the members of the United States First Responders Association for their
generosity.

Submitted by:
Date:
For:

Village Manager
August 24, 2020
September 08, 2020

Village of Scarsdale

Memorandum
Fire Department
To:
From:
Date:
Re:

Stephen M. Pappalardo, Village Manager
Jim Seymour, Fire Chief
August 06, 2020
United States First Responders Association Donation

Recognizing the efforts and risks displayed by first responders in battling the COVID-19
outbreak, the United States First Responders Association (USFRA), a 501(c)(3) recognized by the
IRS as a public charity with a primary purpose of being an “Internet social awareness group for
professional and social network of firefighters, EMS, Rescue, Law Enforcement, military and
civilian support teams,” has partnered with Mast-Jägermeister of White Plains, NY, to provide the
Scarsdale Fire Department with an unrestricted $5,000 gift. A similar gift has been provided to the
North White Plains Fire Department, as well.
Policy #106 of the Village of Scarsdale Administrative Policies and Procedures Manual entitled
“Gifts to the Village of Scarsdale” states that gifts estimated to be at $500 or greater in value must
be approved by the Village Board. Accordingly, I have prepared the attached resolution for
consideration by the Village Board at their meeting on September 08, 2020. I have also attached
the letter from the United States First Responders Association announcing the donation.
The donated funds should be placed in Fire Department Gift Account # TE 93-09.

C: Mary Lou McClure, Village Treasurer
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TOWN BOARD MEETING
Video Conference
Town of Scarsdale
August 11, 2020
A Meeting of the Town Board of Scarsdale was held via video conference on Tuesday,
August 11, 2020 at 8:45 p.m.
Present were Mesdames Crandall, Veron & Waldman; and Messrs. Arest, Lewis, Ross,
and Samwick. Also present were Village Manager Pappalardo, Deputy Village Manager Cole,
Assistant Village Manager Richards, Town Counsel Pozin, Deputy Town Counsel Garrison,
Town Clerk Conkling, and Assistant to the Village Manager Katzin.
Mr. Samwick presided.
*******
Minutes
The minutes of the Town Board Meeting of July 14, 2020 were approved on a motion
entered by Mr. Arest, seconded by Ms. Crandall, and carried unanimously.
*******
Report of the Custodian of Taxes
Assistant to the Village Manager Katzin reported for Custodian of Taxes McClure and
noted that the Board has received the Town financial reports for July 2020.
Assistant to the Village Manager Katzin stated that 98.41% of the County tax levy has
been collected. This is down from last year’s collection rate of 99.04%.
The Treasury staff continues to collect the 2020 Village Tax. Collections through July
31st were 44.10%. This is the first year that the Village tax is due in two installments.
Additionally, the penalty free period has been extended through August 22nd to help mitigate the
impact of COVID-19 on the taxpayers. The collection rate will be recalculated at the close of
August 22nd to get a rate based on the penalty free period.
********
Public Comments
Mr. Samwick opened the second public comment session at this time.
Robert Berg, 32 Tisdale Road, stated that he would like to follow up on his earlier
comments this evening. He stated that the Village Manager provided an explanation of the
Village’s tree maintenance program for Village trees. He stated that it sounds great but that ‘the
proof is in the pudding’; clearly the program is insufficient to prevent the constant recurrence
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during severe storms. Village trees are falling on power lines in the Village right way, leading to
and exacerbating the protracted power outages, is the legal responsibility of the Village. He
noted that in many instances, they're healthy trees but they should not be in the Village right way
near power lines and need to be removed.
Mr. Berg stated that when these trees fall on the power lines they pose a serious threat to
residents and first responders. He noted his own personal experience in March 2008 when there
was a storm during his daughter’s eighth grade play at the middle school, and the lights went out.
He stated that the show did not go on, and it took them two hours to drive the one mile to their
house that night with trees falling around them, and power lines crashing down, sparking fires.
He stated that it was a terrifying experience. He said that this scenario is repeated storm after
storm.
Mr. Berg stated that the Village’s tree maintenance program is inadequate and the Village
needs to devote more resources, even in these fiscally challenged times to cut limbs and remove
trees near power lines. It is a serious public health and safety issue, and if we need to, we need to
contract out and get outside resources to help us.
Robert Harrison, 65 Fox Meadow Road, stated that he did not think the storms have
been that unusual; we have had them for years. He recalled Hurricane Hazel in 1954. He said he
was about 12 years old, and a falling tree just missed him and his friends. There have been a lot
of other storms since then. He stated that the Village has done a great job, and it's good to hear
how they're picking up the debris. He stated that most of the people in his neighborhood have
their branches and other fallen debris at the edge of their lawns, not in the street. The residents
and/or their landscapers should be complimented.
Mr. Harrison then asked how many persons were attending this zoom meeting.
Mayor Samwick informed Mr. Harrison that there are a total of 23 persons attending the
meeting including panelists. That number was higher earlier in the meeting.
Mr. Harrison then noted that the rainfall was supposed to be 5” with this storm, but he
didn’t think it came anywhere close to that. He asked if anyone knew how much rain fell.
Mayor Samwick responded that the County meteorologist was on a few of the calls that
they were on every day, and had indicated that the rain would be in the two to five inch category,
but didn’t really materialize.
Village Manager Pappalardo stated that the rainfall was immaterial.
Mr. Harrison stated that the storm was still terrible, but he noted that there weren’t any
basement flooding’s or sewage backups as there have been in the past.
Village Manager Pappalardo stated that the residents did not have any issues with
flooding at all.
Mr. Harrison then brought up the dangers of portable generators and noted in one case,
that he knew of, even though the generator was outside, the carbon monoxide from the
generator got up into the soffit of the roof. Nothing serious happened, but the Fire department
was alerted and came over at five o'clock in the morning because an alarm went off. Mr.

Town

Board

Meeting

08/11/2020

P a g e | 898

Harrison stated that the point is that people should keep their portable generators well outside
their houses so that carbon monoxide does not seep into the house. He said he didn’t know if
there have been any other instances in town with problems from generators.
Mr. Harrison then discussed the current tennis permit sales, and stated that the total
number of tennis permits sold so far, as of today is 1426, and that's up from a little over 900 last
year for the whole year. That is a 57% increase. As someone who's been involved in the tennis
program for over 35 years, he stated that it is great to see our youth and our adults and even
seniors actively playing tennis. Mr. Harrison noted that there are six courts at the middle school,
and the maximum they could have there for children, playing doubles, would be 24, socially
distanced and arriving at their designated time. He stated that he is working on this with the
Recreation Department for ages 6 to 18. It would depend on those interested, and there would
be beginner novice, intermediate tournament, and advanced tournament sections. There would
be participation trophies and champion trophies. He stated that anyone who is interested in
participating should contact him at 914-725-0968 or email him at proscars@aol.com.
There being no further public comment, Mayor Samwick closed the second public
comment period.
Mayor Samwick stated that he would like to respond to one of the comments about trees.
He stated that he would like to reiterate that literally, in Fairfield County, Rockland County,
Bergen County, and Nassau County, they experienced the same situations that Scarsdale did. He
stated that he hasn’t seen a tree maintenance program as comprehensive and professionally run as
he has seen in Scarsdale. He also noted that when the Board was having budget discussions
earlier in the year, there were some comments from people who now are saying that the work is
inadequate, that we should cut funding to the tree program, including tree maintenance. He
stated that he was glad to see that there has been a change in that perspective.
Mayor Samwick stated that Scarsdale does a very good job with regard to tree
maintenance, and he offered his to Village staff. He stated that it is a very fine balance if we want
to maintain trees and maintain our Village in the park, and, of course, above all, we want to
maintain the safety of our residents.
********
Future Meeting Schedule


Tuesday, August 25, 2020 – 8:30 A.M. – Village Board Limited Agenda Meeting –
Via Zoom

Mayor Samwick stated that the meeting notice with the time and the format will follow
and be available to all.
********
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There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at
8:57 P.M. on a motion entered by Ms. Crandall, seconded by Ms. Veron, and carried
unanimously.

_________________________
Donna M. Conkling
Town Clerk

