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Village Board Agenda
October 26, 2021
Village Board Meeting – 8:00 PM – Rutherford Hall and via Zoom
The Village Board will be present in Rutherford Hall to conduct the Village Board meeting. All interested
members of the public have the option to attend in-person or virtually through Zoom. To participate via Zoom,
attend online at https://zoom.us/j/93183703358, or call into the meeting by dialing 1-929-436-2866 and entering
the Meeting ID 931 8370 3358. To participate in public comment online, click “Raise Hand,” or dial 9 if
commenting by telephone.
For a brief tutorial or to troubleshoot a problem, see here: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/205566129-Raise-Hand-InWebinar. For other user questions, please visit the Zoom Help Center: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us.

Roll Call

______________________

Pledge of Allegiance

______________________

Minutes
➢ Village Board Meeting of October 12, 2021

______________________

Bills
➢ Trustee Arest

______________________

Mayor’s Comments

______________________

Manager’s Comments

______________________

Public Hearings
➢ Considering a Proposed Local Law to Amend Chapter 269 of the
Scarsdale Village Code, Entitled “Taxation,” to Increase the Real
Property Tax Exemption for Military Veterans as permitted under
State Law

______________________

➢ Considering a Proposed Local Law to Amend Chapter 81 of the
Scarsdale Village Code, entitled “Police Department,” to Expand the
Pool of Police Officer Candidates beyond Village Boundaries

______________________

Public Comment

______________________

Trustee Liaison Reports

______________________
Agenda Items

Trustee Ahuja
➢ Resolution re: Calling for a Public Hearing on a Local Law
Amending Chapter 245 of the Scarsdale Village Code Entitled
Sidewalk Cafes

______________________

➢ Resolution re: Calling for a Public Hearing on a Local Law
Amending Chapter 256 of the Scarsdale Village Code Entitled
Streets, Sidewalks and Public Places

______________________

Written Communications (4)

______________________

➢ Robert Berg – Wireless Ordinance
➢ Josh Frankel – Dog Park
➢ Robert Harrison – Tour of Scarsdale Pool Complex
➢ Susan Levine – Scarsdale Pool Complex
Town Board Agenda
October 26, 2021
Special Town Board Meeting – Rutherford Hall and via Zoom
Roll Call

______________________

Public Hearing
➢ Considering a Proposed Local Law to Amend Chapter 269 of the
Scarsdale Village Code, Entitled “Taxation,” to Increase the Real
Property Tax Exemption for Military Veterans as permitted under
State Law

______________________

Resolutions
Trustee Arest
➢ Resolution re: Ratification and Approval of a Local Law Adopted by
the Scarsdale Village Board Amending Chapter 269 of the Village
Code of the Village of Scarsdale Entitled “Taxation,” to Increase the
Real Property Tax Exemption Caps for Military Veterans as
Permitted Under State Law

______________________

Public Comment (contingent on commencing no later than 10:00 PM)

______________________

Future Meeting Schedule
Tuesday, November 9, 2021
➢ 6:00 PM – Village Board Work Session

______________________

➢ 8:00 PM – Village Board Regular Meeting

______________________

Tuesday, November 16, 2021
➢ 6:00 PM – Village Board Work Session

Village Hall Schedule

Tuesday, November 2, 2021
Election Day – Village Hall Closed
Thursday, November 11, 2021
Veterans Day – Village Hall Closed
Thursday, November 25, 2021
Thanksgiving Day – Village Hall Closed
Friday, November 26, 2021
Day after Thanksgiving – Village Hall Closed
Closed

______________________
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THREE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED EIGHTY-FOURTH
REGULAR MEETING
Video Conference
Rutherford Hall & Via Zoom (Hybrid)
October 12, 2021
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Scarsdale was held on
Tuesday, October 12, 2021, in Rutherford Hall and via video conference (Zoom) at 8:00
p.m.
Present were Mayor Veron and Trustees Ahuja, Arest, Brew, Crandall, Lewis, and
Whitestone. Also present were Village Manager Cole, Assistant Village Manager Richards,
Village Attorney Pozin, Village Treasurer Scaglione, Village Clerk Conkling, and Assistant to the
Village Manager Katzin.
********
Mayor Veron stated that she would like to entertain a motion to amend this
evening’s agenda to include an Executive Session to discuss personnel matters following this
evening’s meeting. Motion entered by Trustee Arest, seconded by Trustee Crandall and
carried unanimously.
********
Minutes
The minutes of the Board of Trustees Regular Meeting of Tuesday, September 28,
2021, were approved on a motion entered by Trustee Crandall, seconded by Trustee Arest,
and carried unanimously.
********
Bills & Payroll
Trustee Ahuja reported that he had audited the Abstract of Claims dated
October 12, 2021, in the amount of $448,227.73 which included $21,157.46 in Library
Claims previously audited by a Trustee of the Library Board.
Upon motion duly made by Trustee Ahuja and seconded by Trustee Crandall, the
following resolution was adopted unanimously:
RESOLVED, that the Abstract of Claims dated October 12, 2021, in the amount of
$448,227.73 is hereby approved.
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********
Mayor’s Comments
Mayor Veron offered the following Mayor’s Comments:
“Good evening and welcome to our October 12 Village Board meeting.
Tonight, we are focusing on revisions to code. Making legislative changes are
essential so that we institutionalize new thinking to guide our Village forward. This Board
and new staff leadership are hyper-focused on the future, and we have begun a
comprehensive look at opportunities for improved service and governance. Our new
strategic framework affords focus on the behind-the-scenes engines that operationalize
government, our Enablers: Law, Technology, Communications, and Personnel.
Over the past several months, there has been extensive discussion and deliberation
on several matters of law, but until codified, we continue to live with the status quo. Given
our desire to turn important conversation into reality, and this evening we are tackling a few
this evening:
-Telecom Code
-Veteran Property Tax Exemption
-Police Residency Requirements
Two weeks from today, on October 26, we will address another, Marijuana
Dispensary and On-site Consumption legislation.
Earlier tonight in our work session, we reviewed draft legislation to update and
strengthen our telecom code. The goal is to provide the maximum amount of local
regulatory control afforded to us under the law. It is particularly important to address code
changes as we work with carriers to close coverage gaps in Scarsdale, which are both
inconvenient and troublesome from a public safety perspective. After we finalize our draft,
the next step will be a Planning Board referral as well as a subsequent public hearing prior to
considering the proposed changes for adoption. We encourage public discussion as the
process continues to advance.
There are two resolutions on our agenda that propose modifications to code. The
first recommends adopting the County’s increase to property tax exemption caps for
veterans. The cost to taxpayers is minimal, approximately $3.60 per average parcel, yet the
amendment will demonstrate to our veterans our highest appreciation for their service to our
country. The second change to local law would expand residency requirements for police
officers. By broadening our geographic area, Scarsdale will join the vast majority of police
departments in Westchester who recruit officers from multiple New York State counties in
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addition to Westchester. The proposed change will enable Scarsdale to expedite the filling of
vacancies, easing the burden on current staff and reducing the overtime budget.
There are two more items to report before I close. For those of you who didn’t join
last week’s work session, the board reviewed the draft RFP for our Complete Streets/Village
Center Mobility and Traffic Calming study. Our goal is twofold: 1. to take a comprehensive
look at the Village Center and surrounding streets with an eye toward mobility, safety, and
placemaking. 2. To seek innovative strategies to allow for the peaceful coexistence of
pedestrians, bikers and drivers as well as to calm streets throughout our beautiful Village. We
seek to hire a firm who can take a holistic view of our challenges and propose creative
solutions to test, adapt and then roll out across Scarsdale.
My final news tonight has been in the works since we started our term: a redesigned
budget process. Led by our new Village Treasurer Scaglione and our new Village Manager
Cole, we will be instituting an approach to budgeting that puts into action our desire to
integrate strategic and financial planning. We have a lot of work ahead as we systematize,
digitize and synchronize our efforts, but you will start to see the inner workings unfold as we
get deeper into the fall. I will leave the rest to our Village Manager to report.
Before I turn over the mic, a quick reminder to join us for Coffee with the Mayor,
Deputy Mayor and most importantly our new Village Manager on Wednesday, October 20,
from 5:30-7 pm in the Dine the ‘Dale tent.”
********
Village Manager’s Comments
Village Manager Cole briefly highlight this year's budget schedule. He stated that he
will save the details for when the actual budget schedule is published, but he wanted to alert
the public in general terms what will be done this year.
He stated that in prior years the budget process started in November and staff
discussions really didn’t begin until December of the year. This process has generally been
linear, and what is different this year is that they started the budget process much earlier than
what they had in prior years, but still following the same general flow in that they are
progressing towards budget adoption in April of next year. However, they are doing things a
lot differently. There are three defining characteristics of the budget process this year that
differentiate it from prior years, and that is collaboration, outcome orientation, and
transparency. On the topic of collaboration, we have our strategic and financial planning
framework that Mayor Veron spoke eloquently to. The staff department heads are
empowered to engage the Board through the pillars to work within those working groups to
help educate the Board members on their various departmental needs that will help us to
become more efficient, increase the level of our service to the community and other benefits
by virtue of having those conversations through the course of the year.
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Village Cole stated that in this way, not only does the Board get educated, but the
staff has the opportunity to make good arguments to justify the budget expenditures that the
Board will be considering as they really get into the depth of the budget. In prior years they
would have day-long budget sessions, where department heads would come in an interviewlike meeting and must answer a lot of questions about their budget proposals. There wasn’t
much education that was going on there, they were just under the gun to complete the
budget. Under this new framework, we have a lot more deliberation about those
expenditures and an opportunity to make sure that the resources we allocate are really going
to be maximized and achieving the outcomes that they're intended to achieve.
Village Manager Cole stated that one of the things they will be doing with staff in
October and November is to meet with them and to discuss their goals -- what are their
departmental goals, what are the objectives that they need to achieve in order to attain those
goals, and how can we best align Village resources to make sure that those outcomes are
achievable in the final analysis. On the topic of transparency, they will endeavor to provide
many opportunities for public involvement in this year's budget, as well as to prepare a
budget document that is more informative and reader friendly than in past years. They
would like for the Community to be able to review the budget document and understand the
major categories of expenses, and the goals that they are trying to pursue with the funding
that they receive and to place all of it in a readable user-friendly format.
Village Manager Cole then went over the budget schedule, stating that again, in
October and November, they will be already having internal budget planning and
development discussions. He stated that many of those discussions have been going on for
the last couple of months within the pillars, with the Board members and the department
heads, as well as internally at the department level in the staff meetings. They will continue
to work through the month of November with discussions between staff members and the
Board to flesh out what the priorities are for this year. In December they will have public
discussions that will highlight some of the preliminary priorities that have been identified
through those discussions in October and November, as well as some of the current year
projections for the budget and other financials. Then, as those discussions continue to
mature and they head into January, they will have their departmental requests that come to
the surface, the initial ones, and there will be a lot of discussion about how much funding
they have available to meet all those needs, and how further to prioritize them.
Village Manager Cole continued, stating that heading into February, there will be by
that time some very detailed budget requests. They will be looking at all their funds, the
priorities will be a lot clearer, and they will be doing fund balance review and other financial
elements of the budget development. This will ultimately lead to the tentative budget being
submitted for Village Board consideration on March 20, 2022, and finally, to April 15th
when the budget is presented for adoption. He stated that they will be developing and
presenting a detailed budget timeline that has all the various touchstones for both the public
and the Board, but at this time, that is the level of overview that he wanted to provide and at
least give the community an advance look at what's coming ahead.
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********
Mayor Veron stated that before opening the floor to public comment, she would like
to add a resolution to the agenda this evening regarding the CSEA increase and requested a
motion from the Board to do so. Motion so entered by Trustee Crandall, seconded by
Trustee Whitestone, and carried by a unanimous vote.
Mayor Veron thanked the Village Manager and his staff and the Village Treasurer for
their collaboration and their eagerness to re-engineer the budget process.
********
Public Hearing
Trustee Crandall opened the public hearing scheduled for this evening on the
number of taxis to be licensed in the Village for 2022.
As there were no public comments offered, Trustee Crandall moved that the public
hearing be closed; seconded by Trustee Arest and approved by a unanimous vote.
Upon motion entered by Trustee Crandall, and seconded by Trustee Arest, the
following resolution regarding the Number of Taxicabs to be Licensed in the Village of
Scarsdale for 2022 was adopted by the vote indicated below:
WHEREAS, Village staff has reviewed the necessary areas of taxi service in
accordance with Article II, Section 272-3 of the Village Code in order
to recommend the number of taxicabs to be licensed in the year
2022; and
WHEREAS, the Village Board of Trustees approved the issuance of up to twentyfive (25) taxicab licenses in 2021, with the Village Clerk issuing ten
(10) taxicab licenses in this year; and
WHEREAS, based on population, train ridership data, and the number of licenses
sold, staff has determined that the current number of 25 taxicab
licenses is adequate for the proper supply of service throughout the
Village in 2022; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that pursuant to Article II, Section 272-3 of the Scarsdale Village
Code, the number of taxicab licenses to be issued in 2022 should
remain at twenty-five (25); and be it further
RESOLVED, that the Village Clerk is hereby authorized to issue said licenses in
accordance with the provisions of the Village Code.
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AYES
Trustee Ahuja
Trustee Arest
Trustee Brew
Trustee Crandall
Trustee Lewis
Trustee Whitestone
Mayor Veron

NAYS
None
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ABSENT
None

Trustee Whitestone stated that he would like to follow up on a comment made by
Trustee Lewis concerning this issue which he made at the last meeting.
Trustee Whitestone stated that he uses the Congregational Church parking lot as a
cut through when he is running and there were 14 spots taken up by taxi cabs. He stated
that this is encouraging; at the peak of the pandemic almost all the spaces were taken up by
taxicabs. Now, fully half of the cabs are being used. He stated that the taxicabs provide an
essential service to the Village, and he is supportive of keeping the number permitted per
year at 25.
Trustee Arest stated that he wanted to reiterate for the public that while the Board
did just have the public hearing this evening, the Board will be voting on this because
anything that the Board would consider administrative or time they would not postpone to
the next meeting for adoption. This is one of those examples and he stated that he is very
comfortable with voting on this at this meeting.
Mayor Veron noted that the taxicab discussion is held every year and she agreed that
it is more administrative in nature.
********
Public Comment
Mayor Veron opened the public comment portion of the meeting at this time.
Joshua Mitts, Sprague Road, stated that he and his wife moved to Scarsdale over
the summer; he stated that it been beyond what they could have expected. Prior to moving
here they lived in the upper West side. They wanted to live in a community with more space
for their children and they wanted to feel like they were able to get to know their neighbors.
They bought a house on Sprague Road which they had torn down and they are in the
process of building their new house. For now, they are renting around the corner for this
school year so that they could be in the same place and their daughter could attend
Edgewood Elementary School.
Mr. Mitts stated that it is a little slice of heaven to walk to school in the morning with
the walking school bus. The Village and the neighborhood association is special. He stated

Village Board of Trustees Meeting 10/12/2021

388

that he wanted to take these few minutes to first express his personal appreciation as a future
Sprague Road resident for what the Board is doing on the traffic study. He stated that he
also wants to thank the Village Manager, who took 45 minutes out of his busy day to explain
the study to him. He stated that the commitment the Village has to the residents of this
community is extraordinary.
Mr. Mitts stated that the neighbors of Sprague Road will be incredibly grateful if the
Board expedites the Sprague Road portion of the traffic study. He stated that he realizes
there are no magic solutions and putting up a stop sign is not going to solve the problem.
The vehicles travel very fast on the road, and he is concerned about his 4-year-old as well as
the other children in the neighborhood. He stated that the Mayor spoke about walkability
and what it means to be a community. He believed that walkability starts with walkable
downtown but that it extends to these neighborhoods.
Mayor Veron thanked Mr. Mitts for his comments and welcomed him and his family
to Scarsdale. She noted that she would imagine that each of the Board members who are
serving feel exactly the way he does, which is why they feel so incredibly fortunate to be part
of this community. It is really the people here who care so enormously about making this a
wonderful place to live that makes it so special.
Trustee Arest added that in Scarsdale, Mr. Mitts will find that no one is a nobody,
and that with the Village Manager and staff, every problem is the Village’s problem. He
encouraged him to attend meetings and share his ideas and thoughts. He thanked Mr. Mitts
for his comments.
Mayor Veron stated that the Board is very excited to be able to expedite some of
these innovative ideas. They all live here and know that there are ways to make it better and
love the fact that we could.
Robert Harrison, 65 Fox Meadow Road, stated that he spoke with Brian Gray,
Superintendent of the Parks and Recreation Department since the last Board of Trustees
meeting and they had a good discussion about the Pool RFD. He stated that he requested
that he be able to join the tour of the pool complex with the RFP submitters as an observer.
He stated that he would not ask any questions or disturb the presentation. He stated that he
was refused that opportunity even though he has been a pool member for 40 years and has a
lot of knowledge and involvement with indoor pools, and the outdoor pool.
Mr. Harrison stated that Mr. Gray said that permission for him to observe the tour
would have to come from the Village Board and therefore he is publicly requesting that the
Board offer residents and organizations alike that may have particular interest in recreation
and the pool be allowed to have the same 15 to 30 minute tour of the outdoor pool site - the
same that was given to the RFP submitters. He also stated that a booklet was submitted by
Lothrop Associates that he would like made available to the public at Village Hall.
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Ms. Veron informed Mr. Harrison that they would be happy to share the brochure
that Lothrop Associates submitted to the Board. Regarding his request to observe the tour
of the pool complex by the RFP submitters, she stated that the Village Manager will address
this with him directly.
As there were no further public comments offered at this time, Mayor Veron stated
that she would like to close the public comment section of the meeting.
********
Liaison Reports
Trustee Arest stated that there is great collaboration between the land use and
economic development pillar, which is Trustees Lewis, Ahuja, and himself., along with staff
working on parking issues and parking permits. The parking season is well underway at this
point. He stated that permit sales have been okay, and that there is one of a couple of the
changes that staff is working on currently that he wanted to announce to the community.
Trustee Arest stated that first change is that the Station Premium parking permits
will be opened at first on a limited basis to merchants, at the same fee for residents. This
will be done on a limited basis at first, and then will be reevaluated.
The second change is to try something new, which would only be for one year. This
would be a change in the procedure of priority sales for Christie Place parking permits. This
will give anyone who purchases either a Christie Place annual parking permit or Station
Premium Lot parking permit this year, priority on permits sales for the 2022-2023 period.
This would not be considered a penalty on anyone who doesn't buy a permit this year, but
be a thank you to many residents who have or potentially would purchase a permit this year
even though they may not use the parking permit every day. The Village does rely on these
revenues when they work on the budget, so having those monies available would be helpful.
He stated that historically, a lot of other municipalities did keep long waiting lists where it
could take up to 5 years to get off a waiting list. This change is a one-year potential priority
list only.
********
Trustee Arest
Before reading the following resolution, Trustee Arest stated that he agreed with the
Mayor’s sentiment in her earlier comments that this is a very worthwhile endeavor, and he
appreciated the efforts of Assessor Victoria Sirota who has been proactive here.
Trustee Arest explained that what happened is that pursuant to State law, on May
17th, the County increased the Veterans Real Property Tax Exemption caps from the $54,000
they were using to three different levels - $75,000, $$50,000, and $250,000, respectively.
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This in turn gave Scarsdale the opportunity to adopt the increased levels, which is the subject
of this public hearing this evening. If adopted, the local law would take effect as of the 2022
assessment role or 2023 tax roll. There is a fiscal implication; it is estimated to be a cost
$21,500 for the entire community or $3.60 per person.
Upon motion entered by Trustee Arest, and seconded by Trustee Whitestone the
following resolution regarding Calling for a Public Hearing on a Local Law Amending Chapter
269 of the Scarsdale Village Code, Entitled “Taxation”, to Increase the Real Property Tax
Exemption for Military Veterans was approved by the vote indicated below:
RESOLVED, that a Public Hearing is hereby scheduled by the Scarsdale Village
Board of Trustees at 8:00 P.M. on Tuesday, October 26, 2021, to be
held at Rutherford Hall in Village Hall, 1001 Post Road, Scarsdale,
NY, and via Zoom video conferencing service to consider a
proposed local law to amend Chapter 269 of the Scarsdale Village
Code, entitled “Taxation,” to increase the Real Property Tax
Exemption for Military Veterans, as permitted Under State Law; and
be it further
RESOLVED, that members of the public wishing to present comments may do so
in person or online during the public comment phase of the hearing
by accessing the meeting at https://zoom.us/j/93183703358, or
calling in by dialing 1-929-436-2866 and entering the Meeting
ID, 931 8370 3358; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the Village Clerk is hereby directed to publish notice of said
hearing pursuant to Village Law.
AYES
Trustee Ahuja
Trustee Arest
Trustee Brew
Trustee Crandall
Trustee Lewis
Trustee Whitestone
Mayor Veron

NAYS
None

ABSENT
None

********
Trustee Lewis
Trustee Lewis introduced the next resolution stating that the Mayor, in her opening
comments, summarized the key points of this resolution but felt that they were worth
emphasizing. These points are contained in the memo from Police Chief Matturro is about
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enhancing the Village’s ability to improve public safety by being fully staffed as a police force
and by giving us a greater ability to hire and recruit.
Trustee Lewis noted they would like to bring the Village resolutions up to standards
used elsewhere, so, as alluded to earlier, the Village has five slots that are not filled, and this
is impacting the financial position due to overtime. He stated that as noted in the memo, 29
out of the 42 police departments in Westchester County have amended their code to expand
the geographical area of residency from where they can hire.
Upon motion entered by Trustee Lewis and seconded by Trustee Crandall, the
following resolution Calling for a Public Hearing on a Local Law Amending Chapter 81 of the
Scarsdale Village Code, Entitled “Police Department” to Expand the Pool of Police Officer
Candidates Beyond Village Boundaries was approved by the vote indicated below:
RESOLVED, that a Public Hearing is hereby scheduled by the Scarsdale Village
Board of Trustees at 8:00 P.M. on Tuesday, October 26, 2021, to be
held at Rutherford Hall in Village Hall, 1001 Post Road, Scarsdale,
NY, and via Zoom video conferencing service to consider a
proposed local law to amend Chapter 81 of the Scarsdale Village
Code, entitled “Police Department,” to expand the pool of police
officer candidates beyond Village boundaries; and be it further
RESOLVED, that members of the public wishing to present comments may do so
in person or online during the public comment phase of the hearing
by accessing the meeting at https://zoom.us/j/93183703358, or
calling in by dialing 1-929-436-2866 and entering the Meeting
ID, 931 8370 3358; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the Village Clerk is hereby directed to publish notice of said
hearing pursuant to Village Law.
AYES
Trustee Ahuja
Trustee Arest
Trustee Brew
Trustee Crandall
Trustee Lewis
Trustee Whitestone
Mayor Veron

NAYS
None

********

ABSENT
None
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Written Communications
Village Clerk Conkling reported that two (2) communications have been received
since the last regular Board of Trustees meeting. All of these written communications may
be viewed on the Village’s website at www.scarsdale.com under Written Correspondence.
•
•

An email from Madelaine Eppenstein including a report from the Scarsdale Forum
on Whether the Village of Scarsdale should opt out of Cannabis Establishments in
the Village and/or adult consumption establishments.
An email from Susan Levine regarding her comments concerning the Scarsdale Pool
Complex.
********

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at
9:08 p.m. on a motion entered by Trustee Crandall, seconded by Trustee Arest and carried
by a unanimous vote.
Respectfully submitted,

Donna M. Conkling
Village Clerk

PUBLIC HEARING

Village of Scarsdale

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing is
scheduled by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Scarsdale on
Tuesday, October 26, 2021 at 8:00 p.m. in Rutherford Hall in
Village

Hall,

or

by

accessing

the

meeting

at

https://zoom.us/j/93183703358, or calling in by dialing 1-929-4362866 and entering the Meeting ID, 931 8370 3358; to consider a
proposed local law to amend Chapter 269 of the Scarsdale Village
Code, entitled “Taxation”, to increase the Real Property Tax
Exemption for Military Veterans, as permitted under State Law.

Donna M. Conkling
Village Clerk
10/

RESOLUTION RE:

CALLING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON A
LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 269 OF THE
SCARSDALE VILLAGE CODE, ENTITLED
“TAXATION,” TO INCREASE THE REAL
PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION FOR MILITARY
VETERANS

RESOLVED,

that a Public Hearing is hereby scheduled by the Scarsdale Village Board
of Trustees at 8:00 P.M. on Tuesday, October 26, 2021, to be held at
Rutherford Hall in Village Hall, 1001 Post Road, Scarsdale, NY, and via
Zoom video conferencing service to consider a proposed local law to
amend Chapter 269 of the Scarsdale Village Code, entitled “Taxation,” to
increase the Real Property Tax Exemption for Military Veterans, as
permitted Under State Law; and be it further

RESOLVED,

that members of the public wishing to present comments may do so in
person or online during the public comment phase of the hearing by
accessing the meeting at https://zoom.us/j/93183703358, or calling in by
dialing 1-929-436-2866 and entering the Meeting ID, 931 8370 3358; and
be it further

RESOLVED,

that the Village Clerk is hereby directed to publish notice of said hearing
pursuant to Village Law.

Submitted by:
Date:
For

Village Manager
October 01, 2021
October 12, 2021
CERTIFICATION
THE ABOVE RESOLUTION WAS
ADOPTED BY THE VILLAGE BOARD
OF THE VILLAGE OF SCARSDALE
ON OCTOBER 12, 2021
___Donna M. Conkling______
DONNA M. CONKLING
VILLAGE CLERK

Village of Scarsdale

Memorandum
Assessor’s Officew
To:
From:
Date:
Re:

Robert Cole, Village Manager
Victoria Sirota, IAO, Assessor
September 17, 2021
Local law amending Chapter 269 entitled Taxation

On May 17, 2021, the Board of Legislators of the County of Westchester adopted the amendment
to Section 473.211 of the Laws of Westchester County of raising the Veterans Real Property Tax
Exemption caps for qualifying veterans.
Chapter 473 of the Laws of Westchester County and Section 458-a of the New York State Real
Property Tax Law provides for real property exemptions for veterans equal to fifteen percent of
the assessed value of property, subject to a cap of $54,000, multiplied by the latest state
equalization rate for the assessing unit. Veterans who served in a combat theater or combat zone
of operations can receive an additional exemption of ten percent, subject to a cap of $36,000
multiplied by the latest state equalization rate for the assessing unit. Service-disabled veterans
can receive an additional exemption equal to half of the veteran’s disability rating, subject to a
cap of $180,000 multiplied by the latest state equalization rate of the assessing unit.
Pursuant to state law, the County was entitled to increase those caps to $75,000, $50,000, and
$250,000, respectively. Being a “high-appreciation municipality,” the Town/Village of Scarsdale
also has the option of adopting these increased levels. Increasing these caps will provide property
tax relief for those that have served our country at a minimal cost to non-veteran taxpayers. The
town wide tax increase is estimated to be approximately $21,500 annually or $3.60 per parcel
(based on an average single family residential assessment of $1,510,000).
Thus, I recommend that the Village Board pass a local law increasing the Veteran Real Property
Tax Exemption caps for qualifying veterans to $75,000, $50,000, and $250,000, as provided for
under the Real Property Tax Law § 458-a.
I have attached a draft Local Law for the Village Board’s review and consideration. If adopted,
this local law would take effect as of the 2022 assessment roll or 2023 tax roll.

DRAFT: 9/30/21

INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW # ____ OF 2021
A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 269 OF THE SCARSDALE VILLAGE CODE
ENTITLED “TAXATION”

Additions Underlined
Deletions Crossed Out

BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Scarsdale as follows:
Section 1:

Purpose and Intent: The Board of Trustees finds that it is appropriate to increase

the maximum exemption caps for qualifying veterans as permitted by Section 473.211 of the Laws
of Westchester County, and Section 458-a of the New York State Real Property Tax Law.

Section 2:

Chapter 269 of the Scarsdale Village Code entitled “Taxation” is hereby amended

by repealing § 269-18. thereof, and replacing with the following:

§ 269-18 Amount of exemption.
A.

The maximum tax exemption provided under Real Property Tax Law § 458-a.2.(a),(b) and
(c) for the alternative veterans exemption is increased to the maximum provided therein,
which shall be seventy-five thousand dollars, fifty thousand dollars and two hundred fifty
thousand dollars, respectively. Veterans qualifying for such for a tax exemption under the
alternative veterans exemption, provided in § 458-a of the Real Property Tax Law, shall
be exempt from taxation by the Village of Scarsdale to such the maximum extent as
permitted by § 458-a, Subdivision 2(d)(ii).

B.

In addition, persons meeting the above-described requirements who own shares in a
residential cooperative corporation shall be exempt from taxation by the Village of
Scarsdale to the extent permitted and pursuant to the terms of § 458-a of the Real Property
Tax Law.

Section 3:

This Local Law is subject to and conditioned upon ratification and approval of the

Scarsdale Town Board and shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.
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PUBLIC HEARING

Village of Scarsdale

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing is
scheduled by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Scarsdale on
Tuesday, October 26, 2021 at 8:00 p.m. in Rutherford Hall in
Village

Hall,

or

by

accessing

the

meeting

at

https://zoom.us/j/93183703358, or calling in by dialing 1-929-4362866 and entering the Meeting ID, 931 8370 3358; to consider a
proposed local law to amend Chapter 81 of the Scarsdale Village
Code, entitled “Police Department”, to expand the pool of Police
Officer candidates beyond Village boundaries.

Donna M. Conkling
Village Clerk
10/13/2021

RESOLUTION RE:

CALLING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON A
LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 81 OF THE
SCARSDALE VILLAGE CODE, ENTITLED
“POLICE DEPARTMENT,” TO EXPAND THE
POOL OF POLICE OFFICER CANDIDATES
BEYOND VILLAGE BOUNDARIES

RESOLVED,

that a Public Hearing is hereby scheduled by the Scarsdale Village Board
of Trustees at 8:00 P.M. on Tuesday, October 26, 2021, to be held at
Rutherford Hall in Village Hall, 1001 Post Road, Scarsdale, NY, and via
Zoom video conferencing service to consider a proposed local law to
amend Chapter 81 of the Scarsdale Village Code, entitled “Police
Department,” to expand the pool of police officer candidates beyond
Village boundaries; and be it further

RESOLVED,

that members of the public wishing to present comments may do so in
person or online during the public comment phase of the hearing by
accessing the meeting at https://zoom.us/j/93183703358, or calling in by
dialing 1-929-436-2866 and entering the Meeting ID, 931 8370 3358; and
be it further

RESOLVED,

that the Village Clerk is hereby directed to publish notice of said hearing
pursuant to Village Law.

Submitted by:
Date:
For

Village Manager
October 04, 2021
October 12, 2021
CERTIFICATION
THE ABOVE RESOLUTION WAS
ADOPTED BY THE VILLAGE BOARD
OF THE VILLAGE OF SCARSDALE
ON OCTOBER 12, 2021
___Donna M. Conkling______
DONNA M. CONKLING
VILLAGE CLERK

Village of Scarsdale

Memorandum
Police Department
To:
From:
Date:
Re:

Robert Cole, Village Manager
Andrew A. Matturro, Chief of Police
October 04, 2021
Local Law Proposal – Residency requirements for police officers.

The Scarsdale Police Department (“Department”) and all Westchester County Municipal Police
Departments hire prospective police candidates based on the Westchester County Civil Service
Rules. The Civil Service Rules require Westchester County municipal police departments hire
prospective police officers one of two ways: 1) as a recruit (“new police officer with no prior
experience”); or 2) as a resignation reinstatement (“a police officer who has resigned from a police
department”). If a Westchester County municipal police department hires a police officer through
the resignation reinstatement process, the police officer must live in Westchester County or one of
the adjoining counties. This geographical area residency requirement severely limits the Police
Department pool of candidates when hiring police officers as a resignation reinstatement.
Moreover, it is important to note that recruit police officer candidates are required to enter the
police academy prior to working as a patrol officer. This is essentially a 36-week process.
Conversely, the resignation reinstatement process is a seven-week process which makes it a more
advantageous process. Presently, the Department has five vacancies which negatively impacts the
overtime budget. The Department is awaiting the results of the recent police officer examination.
The exam is anticipated to be released this fall. If the Department is successful in filling all
vacancies from the recruit list, the police officers would not be able to patrol until August 2022.
Therefore, the Department would like the opportunity to fill its current vacancies with qualified
resignation reinstatements, if available.
Westchester County allows the residency requirement to be expanded to more New York State
Counties through the adoption of local legislation. Approximately 29 of the 42 police departments
in Westchester County have taken advantage of this opportunity to expand the geographical area
of residency beyond the adjoining Counties.
I am recommending that the Village of Scarsdale’s Board of Trustees, consider enacting a local
law allowing the Police Department the discretion to expand the pool of police officer candidates.
To that end, please find attached a resolution and draft local law amendment to the Village Code
that will allow the Village to appoint Police Officers who are residents of Westchester County,
any county adjoining Westchester County, Dutchess County, Kings County, Queens County, New
York County, Richmond County, Sullivan County, or Ulster County in the State of New York. I
request that the attached resolution calling for a public hearing be placed on the October 12, 2021,
Village Board agenda.

DRAFT: 10/04/21

INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW # ____ OF 2021
A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 81 OF THE SCARSDALE VILLAGE CODE
ENTITLED “POLICE DEPARTMENT”

BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Scarsdale as follows:

Section 1:
Purpose and Intent: The Board of Trustees finds that it is necessary to expand the
pool of police officer candidates beyond Village boundaries.
Section 2:
Chapter 81 of the Scarsdale Village Code entitled “Police Department” is hereby
amended by adding a new § 81-3 to read as follows:

§ 81-3. Residency Requirement.
The Board of Trustees of the Village of Scarsdale may, from time to time, by resolution, provide
that appointed police officers of the Village of Scarsdale, need not be residents of the Village but
must be resident of Westchester County, any county adjoining Westchester County, Dutchess
County, Kings County, Queens County, New York County, Richmond County, Sullivan County,
or Ulster County in the State of New York.

Section 3:
Effective Date: This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the
Secretary of State.

Underline means addition.
[Brackets mean deletion]
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RESOLUTION RE:

CALLING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON A
LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 245 OF THE
SCARSDALE VILLAGE CODE ENTITLED
SIDEWALK CAFES

RESOLVED,

that a Public Hearing is hereby scheduled by the Board of Trustees of the
Village of Scarsdale at 8:00 PM on Tuesday, November 09, 2021, to be
held at Rutherford Hall in Village Hall, 1001 Post Road, Scarsdale, New
York, and via Zoom video conferencing service to consider a proposed
local law to amend Chapter 245 of the Scarsdale Village Code, entitled
Sidewalk Cafes, to allow sidewalk cafes to operate through the calendar
year; and be it further

RESOLVED,

that members of the public wishing to present comments may do so in
person or online during the public comment phase of the hearing by
accessing the meeting at https://zoom.us/j/93183703358, or by calling-in
using 1-929-436-2866 and entering the Meeting ID, 931 8370 3358; and
be it further

RESOLVED,

that the Village Clerk is hereby directed to publish notice of said hearing
pursuant to Village Law.

Submitted by:
Date:
For:

Village Manager
October 19, 2021
October 26, 2021

Village of Scarsdale

Memorandum
Village Manager’s Office

To:
From:
Date:
Re:

Robert Cole, Village Manager
Ingrid M. Richards, Assistant Village Manager
October 20, 2021
Amendment to Chapters 245 “Sidewalk Cafes” and
256 “Streets, Sidewalks and Public Places”

The Village Center Task Force recommends that the following amendments to the Village
Code be approved by the Board of Trustees:
1) Chapter 245 entitled “Sidewalk Cafes” be amended to allow for the operation of
sidewalk cafes through the calendar year; and
2) Chapter 256 entitled “Streets, Sidewalks and Public Places” be amended to extend the
prescribed date included in the Village Code from December 31, 2021 to December
31, 2022.
If the Village Board of Trustees agree to the above-mentioned local law amendments, then
sidewalk cafes will be allowed to operate through the calendar year and the display of wares,
goods and merchandise by Village merchants will be allowed to continue through December
31, 2022.
Chapter 245 entitled “Sidewalk Cafes”
This year, the Village has issued a total of ten (10) sidewalk café permits. For the purpose of
this memo outdoor space (sidewalk cafes) is defined as open- air space designated for the
consumption of food and/or beverage which may have a temporary or fixed cover (e.g.
awning or roof) so long as such cover has at a minimum two open sides for airflow.
The requirements to ensure the safety of the public if a sidewalk café is permitted to operate
will remain the same:
•

If a restaurateur would like to install a tent to provide for more comfortable
environment for his/her patrons, submission of an approved tent permit is required,
and must be attached to the original sidewalk café permit. The review and approval

of tent permits is performed by the Fire Inspector. Please note that a tent is not
required to operate a sidewalk café.
•

Restaurateurs may want to keep diners warm and comfortable during colder days,
therefore, it is likely, many will use propane heaters. Propane heaters may be used
upon request and will be reviewed by the Fire Inspector, Building Inspector and
Village Engineer.

Generally, the following rules must be adhered to when operating propane heaters:
1. They shall not be located under the tent or near flammable items such as
awnings, umbrellas, wood construction, trees, shrubs etc.
2. They must be positioned around the tent and away from vehicle traffic.
3. They shall contain fuel tanks of no more than 20 pounds.
•

Finally, there is a provision in the sidewalk café application noting, in instances when
there is inclement weather, restaurateurs are required to store furniture, etc. in a safe
location and clean area thoroughly of all snow between the façade of the building and
the road curb line. Snow shall be removed completely as piles of snow left to melt on
the sidewalk often refreezes causing potentially hazardous conditions. Additionally,
when the weather becomes extreme, permit holders may be asked to remove the
outdoor café for the remainder of the season.

Chapter 256 entitled “Streets, Sidewalks and Public Places”
At the June 9, 2020 Village Board meeting, the Board of Trustees amended Chapter 256
“Street, Sidewalks and Public Places” of the Village Code to allow premises operated as a
retail store, food service establishment or sidewalk café or as a nonresidential use occupying
any ground floor street-facing space permission to display their goods, wares and
merchandise, food and beverages subject to obtaining a revocable permit. Prior to the Village
Code amendment, businesses were precluded from displaying goods on Village sidewalks.
To date, there are approximately twenty (20) business owners who, through sidewalk use
permit and/or special event permits, have availed themselves of the ability to display their
goods on Village sidewalks through December 31, 2021.
Conclusion
The Village staff believes that the sidewalk cafes and the display of goods, wares and
merchandise by merchants on the Village sidewalks remains logistically seamless,
additionally, and most importantly, many residents and visitors enjoy the continued vitality
of the Village Center. The Village Center Task Force support the amendments to the Village
Code.
To that end, in order to amend Chapters 245 and 256 of the Village Code, the Board of
Trustees is required to hold a public hearing prior to officially amending the code. If you
agree with the amendments, please place the attached resolutions calling for a public hearing
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to amend Chapters 245 and 256 on the October 26, 2021 Village Board agenda so the process
may commence.
Cc:

Jeff Coleman, Superintendent of Public Works
Greg Cutler, Village Planner
David Goessl, Village Engineer
Dan Pozin, Village Attorney
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INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW # ____ OF 2021
A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 245 OF THE SCARSDALE VILLAGE CODE
ENTITLED SIDEWALK CAFES

Additions Underlined
Deletions Crossed Out

BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Scarsdale as follows:
Section 1: Chapter 245 of the Scarsdale Village Code entitled “Sidewalk Cafes” is hereby
amended by repealing § 245-6 thereof entitled “Regulations”, and replacing it with the following:

§ 245-6. Regulations.
A. The permit is valid from January 1 to December 31. Permits must be renewed annually. All
existing one-year permits as of the date of this amendment shall continue until expired.
B.

Sidewalk cafes and their appurtenances must be removed by the first Monday in January,
2022 2023. [Intentionally omitted]

C.

No outdoor music shall be permitted.

D.

When the associated food-serving establishment is not open and/or the sidewalk cafe is not
in use, all furnishings, utensils, containers, chairs, tables, umbrellas or any other materials
used in the operation of the sidewalk cafe or within the area used by the sidewalk cafe shall
be neatly stacked, bundled or be stored in an approved manner.

E.

All sidewalk cafes shall close operations by 10:00 p.m. each night and shall not begin before
8:00 a.m. each morning.

F.

Sidewalk cafes and the public property on which they are located shall be kept neat and clean
at all times and free from litter or any substance that may damage the sidewalk or cause
pedestrian injury.

G.

The applicant shall be responsible for any damage caused to any sidewalk or public property.
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H.

The applicant shall comply with any additional requirements imposed by the Village
Engineer at the time of issuance of the permit as well as any directives from the Village
Engineer while the permit is in effect.

Section 2.

Severability.

The invalidity of any word, section, clause, paragraph,

sentence, part or provision of this local law shall not affect the validity of any part of this local law
which can be given effect without such valid part or parts.
Section 3:

Effective Date. This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing

with the Secretary of State.
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To:

Robert Cole, Village Manager

From: Gregory Cutler, AICP, Village Planner and Environmental Officer
CC:

Ingrid Richards, Assistant Village Manager

Date: October 18, 2020
Re:

SEQRA Compliance: Proposed Local Law to provide for year-round sidewalk cafes

The proposed local law amends Chapter 245 of the Scarsdale Village Code, entitled Sidewalk Cafes to
permit the year-round operation of side cafes indefinitely. Prior to the pandemic, sidewalk cafes were
only permitted to operate from April 1 to October 31.
As described above, the proposed local law is considered a Type II Action, pursuant to SEQRA,
NYCRR Part 617.5(c) (21 and 26) as the adoption of the local law constitutes routine or continuing
agency administration and management.
As a Type II Action, no further review is required pursuant to NYCRR Part 617, SEQRA.
Please let me know if you need additional information.

RESOLUTION RE:

CALLING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON A
LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 256 OF THE
SCARSDALE VILLAGE CODE ENTITLED
STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND PUBLIC PLACES

RESOLVED,

that a Public Hearing is hereby scheduled by the Board of Trustees of the
Village of Scarsdale at 8:00 PM on Tuesday, November 9, 2021, to be
held at Rutherford Hall in Village Hall, 1001 Post Road, Scarsdale, New
York, and via Zoom video conferencing service to consider a proposed
local law to amend Chapter 256 of the Scarsdale Village Code, entitled
Streets, Sidewalks and Public Places, to amend Section 256-1 C allowing
for owners and lessees in the Village Center or other owners or lessees of
rental or food establishment properties in other areas of the Village, to
store, display and or sell goods, wares and merchandise on or directly
above Village-owned rights of way through December 31, 2022; and be it
further

RESOLVED,

that members of the public wishing to present comments may do so in
person or online during the public comment phase of the hearing by
accessing the meeting at https://zoom.us/j/93183703358, or by calling in
using 1-929-436-2866 and entering the Meeting ID, 93 8370 3358; and be
it further

RESOLVED,

that the Village Clerk is hereby directed to publish notice of said hearing
pursuant to Village Law.

Submitted by:
For:
Date:

Village Manager
October 19, 2021
October 26, 2021

Village of Scarsdale

Memorandum
Village Manager’s Office

To:
From:
Date:
Re:

Robert Cole, Village Manager
Ingrid M. Richards, Assistant Village Manager
October 20, 2021
Amendment to Chapters 245 “Sidewalk Cafes” and
256 “Streets, Sidewalks and Public Places”

The Village Center Task Force recommends that the following amendments to the Village
Code be approved by the Board of Trustees:
1) Chapter 245 entitled “Sidewalk Cafes” be amended to allow for the operation of
sidewalk cafes through the calendar year; and
2) Chapter 256 entitled “Streets, Sidewalks and Public Places” be amended to extend the
prescribed date included in the Village Code from December 31, 2021 to December
31, 2022.
If the Village Board of Trustees agree to the above-mentioned local law amendments, then
sidewalk cafes will be allowed to operate through the calendar year and the display of wares,
goods and merchandise by Village merchants will be allowed to continue through December
31, 2022.
Chapter 245 entitled “Sidewalk Cafes”
This year, the Village has issued a total of ten (10) sidewalk café permits. For the purpose of
this memo outdoor space (sidewalk cafes) is defined as open- air space designated for the
consumption of food and/or beverage which may have a temporary or fixed cover (e.g.
awning or roof) so long as such cover has at a minimum two open sides for airflow.
The requirements to ensure the safety of the public if a sidewalk café is permitted to operate
will remain the same:
•

If a restaurateur would like to install a tent to provide for more comfortable
environment for his/her patrons, submission of an approved tent permit is required,
and must be attached to the original sidewalk café permit. The review and approval

of tent permits is performed by the Fire Inspector. Please note that a tent is not
required to operate a sidewalk café.
•

Restaurateurs may want to keep diners warm and comfortable during colder days,
therefore, it is likely, many will use propane heaters. Propane heaters may be used
upon request and will be reviewed by the Fire Inspector, Building Inspector and
Village Engineer.

Generally, the following rules must be adhered to when operating propane heaters:
1. They shall not be located under the tent or near flammable items such as
awnings, umbrellas, wood construction, trees, shrubs etc.
2. They must be positioned around the tent and away from vehicle traffic.
3. They shall contain fuel tanks of no more than 20 pounds.
•

Finally, there is a provision in the sidewalk café application noting, in instances when
there is inclement weather, restaurateurs are required to store furniture, etc. in a safe
location and clean area thoroughly of all snow between the façade of the building and
the road curb line. Snow shall be removed completely as piles of snow left to melt on
the sidewalk often refreezes causing potentially hazardous conditions. Additionally,
when the weather becomes extreme, permit holders may be asked to remove the
outdoor café for the remainder of the season.

Chapter 256 entitled “Streets, Sidewalks and Public Places”
At the June 9, 2020 Village Board meeting, the Board of Trustees amended Chapter 256
“Street, Sidewalks and Public Places” of the Village Code to allow premises operated as a
retail store, food service establishment or sidewalk café or as a nonresidential use occupying
any ground floor street-facing space permission to display their goods, wares and
merchandise, food and beverages subject to obtaining a revocable permit. Prior to the Village
Code amendment, businesses were precluded from displaying goods on Village sidewalks.
To date, there are approximately twenty (20) business owners who, through sidewalk use
permit and/or special event permits, have availed themselves of the ability to display their
goods on Village sidewalks through December 31, 2021.
Conclusion
The Village staff believes that the sidewalk cafes and the display of goods, wares and
merchandise by merchants on the Village sidewalks remains logistically seamless,
additionally, and most importantly, many residents and visitors enjoy the continued vitality
of the Village Center. The Village Center Task Force support the amendments to the Village
Code.
To that end, in order to amend Chapters 245 and 256 of the Village Code, the Board of
Trustees is required to hold a public hearing prior to officially amending the code. If you
agree with the amendments, please place the attached resolutions calling for a public hearing
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to amend Chapters 245 and 256 on the October 26, 2021 Village Board agenda so the process
may commence.
Cc:

Jeff Coleman, Superintendent of Public Works
Greg Cutler, Village Planner
David Goessl, Village Engineer
Dan Pozin, Village Attorney
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INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW #____ OF 2021
A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 256 OF THE SCARSDALE VILLAGE CODE
ENTITLED STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND PUBLIC PLACES

Additions Underlined
Deletions Crossed Out

BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Scarsdale as follows:

Section 1.

Chapter 256 of the Code of the Village of Scarsdale entitled “Streets,

Sidewalks and Public Places” is temporarily amended by repealing Section 256-1 thereof entitled
“Permit Required to Obstruct” in its entirety and replacing it with the following:

“§ 256-1 Permit required to obstruct.
A.

No person shall obstruct any street, sidewalk, public easement or other public place without
first securing a written permit from the Village Engineer and complying with such
regulations affecting obstructions as the Village Engineer may prescribe. The Village
Engineer's decision to grant or deny a permit application shall be made within three
business days after a completed permit application has been received by the Village. No
owner or lessee of any premises in the Village shall permit any goods, wares or
merchandise owned or controlled by him to be kept, stored, displayed or sold on or directly
above any sidewalk adjoining such premises. No owner or lessee of any premises in the
Village shall permit any refuse or waste from such premises to be kept or stored on or
directly above any sidewalk adjoining such premises without first securing a written permit
from the Village Manager and complying with such regulations and restrictions as may be
prescribed in such written permit.

B.

Notwithstanding anything contained in Chapter 245 of this Code or subsection A above to
the contrary, any owner or lessee of any premises operated as a retail store, food service
establishment or sidewalk café as such terms are defined in this Village Code, or as a
nonresidential use occupying any ground floor street-facing space, located in the Village
Center and/or adjacent to any retail or food service establishment property in other areas
of the Village, shall be permitted to display and/or sell on or directly above any sidewalk
or other public space its goods, wares or merchandise, food and beverages subject to such
owner or lessee obtaining a revocable permit for same from the Village Engineer at his/her
the Village Engineer’s sole discretion. Further, any owner or lessee of any nonresidential
use occupying any space above a ground floor shall be permitted to place on or directly
above any sidewalk or other public space, a table for the pick up or drop off of goods, wares
or merchandise provided such table shall not impede the view of or access to any ground
floor establishment as referenced herein above, and subject to such owner or lessee
{01173270.docx.2}1

obtaining a revocable permit for same from the Village Engineer at the Village Engineer’s
discretion. Such permit shall be subject to reasonable rules and conditions to be established
by a committee comprised of two (2) members of the Village Board of Trustees as
designated by the Mayor, the Village Manager or his/her designee, the Village Planner and
the Village Engineer. Such permit shall be subject to any limitations or conditions of any
executive order or equivalent, issued by the Governor of New York or the Westchester
County Executive.
C.

Section 256-1(B) shall automatically expire on December 31, 2021 December 31, 2022
unless sooner repealed by the Board of Trustees.”

Section 2.

Severability.

The invalidity of any word, section, clause, paragraph,

sentence, part or provision of this local law shall not affect the validity of any part of this local law
which can be given effect without such valid part or parts.
Section 3:

Effective Date. This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing

with the Secretary of State.
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To:

Robert Cole, Village Manager

From: Gregory Cutler, AICP, Village Planner and Environmental Officer
CC:

Ingrid Richards, Assistant Village Manager

Date: October 18, 2020
Re:

SEQRA Compliance: Proposed Local Law to amend Chapter 256 of Village Code

The proposed local law amends Chapter 256 of the Scarsdale Village Code, entitled Streets and
Sidewalks to 1) allow outdoor sales to continue through December 31, 2022, unless repealed earlier
by the Board of Trustees.
As described above, the proposed local law is considered a Type II Action, pursuant to SEQRA,
NYCRR Part 617.5(c) (21 and 26) as the adoption of the local law constitutes routine or continuing
agency administration and management, and is temporary in nature.
As a Type II Action, no further review is required pursuant to NYCRR Part 617, SEQRA.
Please let me know if you need additional information.

Donna Conkling
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

robertbergesq@aol.com
Monday, October 11, 2021 3:37 PM
Mayor; Manager's Department; Attorney's Office; Clerk's Department
valerie@scarsdalenews.com
October 12, 2021 Board of Trustees Working Session - Wireless Ordinance Update

CAUTION: External sender.
Greetings. Over the weekend, I've reviewed with considerable dismay the draft resolutions and ordinances prepared by
the Village's retained "expert" telecommunications law firm, Best Best & Krieger LLP to "best" update our Village's
wireless telecommunications facilities code. The work product provided to the Village is utterly generic, omits many
significant protections available to the Village and its residents, and really is well below the quality that the firm is capable
of producing. Best Best & Krieger is a nationwide law firm specializing in telecommunications law which represents many
municipalities, but the firm has a reputation and the reality of working closely with the wireless telecommunications
companies to facilitate deployment of new wireless facilities. Under some circumstances, having a friendly working
relationship with the telecoms is perfectly acceptable, and a controlled roll-out of wireless facilities in certain industrial
zones -- away from residential neighborhoods -- under guidelines set by the municipalities -- works well to provide
important wireless service to the community. It's my professional opinion that Best Best & Krieger is failing to protect the
Village's interests, and has produced a draft that affords little protection and fails to take full advantage of the Village's
authority under the law to control the location and terms under which wireless facilities may be built and operated within
our boundaries.
As you may know, I am an attorney who has been practicing law for 38 years. My daughter, Zoe, has worked for the past
3 years full-time as a founder of Americans for Responsible Technology, a national coalition of more than 150 grassroots
organizations across 42 states that seeks to foster local control over the safe deployment of technology in our
neighborhoods based upon independent, peer-reviewed science and that rejects massive densification of wireless
facilities. Zoe has over 125,000 Facebook followers on the ART Facebook page that she publishes, and ART provides a
wealth of informative materials about wireless technology on its website,
www.americansforresponsibletechnology.org. Among these materials is a sample municipal code governing small cell
wireless facilities. The sample municipal code available on the ART website provides far greater protections to the
municipality and its residents than the draft code prepared by Best Best & Krieger for the Village of Scarsdale. ART's
sample municipal code conforms with federal law, and I have personally vetted it.
For the past year, I have devoted much of my professional practice to representing individuals and organizations
concerned about wireless communications facilities proposed for their neighborhoods and/or municipalities. I have
represented or advised many individuals and organizations before municipal boards and councils challenging applications
by telecommunications companies for new cell towers and wireless facilities. I have presented at many public hearings
opposing such applications and advised municipal boards and councils to deny said applications on many grounds. Over
the past few weeks, with my input, residents in the City of Sylvania, Ohio, the City of Brawley, California, and the Borough
of Lavallette, New Jersey have convinced their elected officials to deny applications of telecommunications companies for
cell towers or small cell facilities. I am presently co-lead counsel in a landmark federal litigation against Verizon and the
Tahoe Regional Planning Agency involving a proposed cell tower, and I am representing clients in other cell tower matters
nationwide. So I have considerable expertise and experience behind me when I say that what Best Best & Krieger has
proposed for Scarsdale Village is grossly inadequate.
Scarsdale Village, as we all know, is sui generis. We are almost entirely a residential community -- and a densely
populated one at that. We are a community that prides itself on neighborhood character and aesthetics -- the "Village in a
Park." We are a Village consumed by the desire to protect and enhance our property values. And most important of all,
we are a Village that seeks to protect the health and safety of our residents. We all know that our wireless coverage in
our Village works better in some areas than others depending upon the cell carrier. And we know that cell carriers are
always interested in installing additional cell towers and other wireless communications facilities throughout our
Village. That's why we do have an important need to upgrade our Village Code so that we can really protect our interests
to the full extent allowed under the law.
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I suggest that we scrap the Best Best & Krieger work product. Many, many, many communities have much better
wireless ordinances. As a starting block, we should use the ART 5G model code as a roadmap for small cell facilities. An
excellent template for general wireless telecommunications facilities and towers is found in the Town Code of the Town of
North Hempstead, New York, Chapter 75, "Wireless Communications Facilities." The Town of North Hempstead is an
upscale suburban town in Nassau County, on Long Island, sharing many similarities with the Village of Scarsdale. The
Town of North Hempstead's wireless ordinance provides robust protections to the town and its residents, yet complies
with federal law. Another good example is the Town of Copake, New York's wireless ordinance, Chapter 230, entitled
"Telecommunications Facilities and Towers." These are only two examples out of scores of excellent codes around the
country. But even a cursory glance shows how superior they are to what we've been presented with.
There are many major problems too with the advice Best Best & Krieger is providing. While it may still be "best" to have
the Planning Board be the initial reviewing authority, I have serious concerns with its ability to understand the unique
issues presented by wireless facilities. The Planning Board just a few weeks ago renewed a special use permit for AT&T
to place a dozen or so replacement wireless antennas on top of the roof at Village Hall, complementing another set of
antennas of a competitor. Village Hall's roof is transmitting wireless radiation 24/7, and our cherished Village Staff,
especially those who work on the third floor immediately under the roof, are being exposed to prodigious amounts of
wireless radiation for their entire workdays. This has been going on for many years now. It greatly saddens me to know
that the Village has been knowingly exposing its staff to hazardous radiation, and has just renewed a license to continue
irradiating its staff for more years. Meanwhile, the Village hasn't even bothered to demand that the telecoms maintain
insurance coverage for the telecoms and the Village specifically insuring against claims for personal injury arising from
exposure to wireless radiation. So when members of our staff unfortunately develop cancer, neurological impairments,
diabetes, reproductive disorders, liver disorders, or any of the many serious diseases and orders that several thousand
independent, peer-reviewed scientific studies have shown are caused by wireless radiation, the Village won't even have
insurance coverage to pay for their injuries, leaving taxpayers on the hook. When I opposed the renewal of the special
use permit at the public hearing a few weeks ago, my arguments fell on deaf ears, and the Planning Board unanimously
approved the permit.
Be that as it may, my experience before the Planning Board shows the need for NOT eliminating an appeals body for
decisions of the Planning Board regarding wireless communications facilities applications. The need for an appeals body
-- i.e., the Board of Trustees -- is vital. Residents or appellants should not have to immediately run to State Supreme
Court to file an Article 78 Petition at considerable expense because Mr. Lederer wrongly claims that there's not sufficient
time to involve a second Village body in the process because of the time constraints of the FCC "shot clock." In my
experience, so long as the administrative process is handled expeditiously, if there's a time constraint, applicants rarely
refuse to extend the shot clock in a tolling agreement, and if they refuse, a hearing can be expedited before time runs out.
Finally, the third point raised in Mr. Pozin's memo -- the Board should consider whether there are reasons to limit wireless
facilities on certain infrastructure or to discourage or encourage wireless facilities in certain areas of the Village -- is rather
shocking. Duh! Wasn't that the point of hiring Best Best & Krieger in the first place -- to advise the Village on precisely
those matters? That's why we wound up with generic porridge instead of a useful draft code like the Town of North
Hempstead's wireless code.
I'm profoundly disappointed with how this vitally important project is being handled.
All my best, Bob Berg.
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From: Josh Frankel <j_frankel@me.com>
Subject: Siting a Dog Park in Scarsdale, Part II
Date: October 5, 2021 at 3:42:26 PM EDT
To: Mayor <mayor@scarsdale.com>
Honorable Mayor Veron:
I am writing, along with 300+ fellow Scarsdale residents, to request that the Board revisit the abandoned
2018 idea of siting a dog park within Scarsdale. I would begin by reminding you that at its Sept 25, 2018
meeting, the Board recognized “the potential recreational value and benefits of a local dog park and is
supportive of further evaluation of the feasibility and prospective costs…”. The resolution containing
that language passed unanimously. We need not expound on the community benefits - to both dogs and
their humans - of dog parks.
As a few Trustees are aware from your 2018 stints on the Board, several sites - most notably at
Weinberg Nature Center - were considered. In the end, the small, vocal Not In My Back Yard, i.e. NIMBY,
contingents of residents won the day, and the idea was scuttled.
The Village’s Maintenance Facility sits on 11.06 acres. It is bordered by Secor Rd., Palmer Ave., and
Ramsey Rd. On the image immediately below (an overview of the Facility bordered in red) I have
outlined, with a dashed yellow line, where the park might be sited. Below that is a more detailed view of
how the park might look which, of course, is flexible if other configurations prove more workable.
Most of the proposed site is currently idle, open, unused space. To make the proposal a reality, the
Village should consider repurposing perhaps 10,000 - 12,000 square feet of wholly unused Maintenance
Facility property to allow ingress/egress from/to Secor Rd., pave a small (~20 car) parking lot, and allot a
bit of additional room for the park. Without too much effort, we could realize a space of ~40,000 square
feet (~0.92 acre), as seen below.
There are no immediate neighbors to the proposed site. It is bordered across Secor (west) by Village
property (Sanitation), to the south by the working area of the Maintenance Facility, and across Palmer
(east) by protected wetlands. NIMBY is solved.
There are currently ~450 licensed dogs in the Village, and I’d suggest it’s possible the number of
unlicensed dogs is in the same vicinity. Requiring a license to use the park would certainly increase the
number of licenses issued by the Village, with a commensurate increase in revenue. If the Village
charged, say, $100 per year per pass for dog-owning households' use of the park, I think it’s reasonable
to estimate perhaps $30,000 in annual revenue from passes (300 dogs), which would more than offset
annual maintenance costs. By way of comparison, New Rochelle’s Paws Place at Ward Acres Dog Park
issues passes to non-residents at $100/year (with significant fines for non-compliance).
A petition in support of siting a dog park in Scarsdale is here: www.change.org/scarsdaledogpark. The
petition reads, in part: "Dog parks are an invaluable community amenity, and one that Scarsdale is
sorely lacking. It's time to ask the Board of Trustees to revive a 2018 initiative and finally site a dog park
in our community. If you are a Scarsdale resident - and please, Scarsdale residents *only* - support us in
this mission by adding your name.” There are currently over 300 signatures, which I don’t think it is
necessary for me to include with this correspondence.

I would appreciate the Board taking a fresh look at what can be done to achieve this laudable goal, and
am willing to work with the Board and the 2018 proponents to make it so.
Thank you for your consideration.
Josh Frankel
Black Birch Lane

Donna Conkling
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

proscars@aol.com
Wednesday, October 13, 2021 7:07 PM
Mayor; Robert Cole; Donna Conkling; Brian Gray
Request For The Same Tour Of The Outdoor Pool Site Given To The RFP
Consultants

CAUTION: External sender.
To Mayor, Village Manager Cole, Village Board of Trustees and Brian Gray - Rec Supt.
After making a verbal request to all of you at a public Village Board
meeting , this email is a formal written request to the Rec Dept to
offer the same tour of the outdoor pool site that was given to the 7 to
9 consultants in July . At that time a request to join the tour as an observer was denied.
In order to inform our organizations and interested residents regarding this major study
and costing $ 114,000 of taxpayer money , it is incumbent on the Village to provide
full disclosure to our taxpaying residents with the same information provided to the
consultants . We urge an immediate similar tour for members of our civic organizations
including the Scarsdale Forum Recreation Committee of which I am past Chairman and a
member for 35 years, the League of Women Voters , the Scarsdale Taxpayer Alert and
sports organizations and interested pool members and residents.
We look forward to a response to this email promptly as the weather is changing.
Thank you for your consideration in the important matter for our community..
Bob Harrison, Chairman
Scarsdale Taxpayer Alert
65 Fox Meadow Road
Scarsdale , NY 10583
914 725-0962
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Hello Mayor Veron...
Please ...you may always call me Susan..unless it is in the Bylaws that you
have to address me as Mrs. Levine..(smile)
I had no idea that Mr. Harrison read my letter about my thoughts on the
Scarsdale Pool at the Board meeting...
I am always surprised to learn that so few people are in agreement with Bob
on many of his views..
and I guess he likes it when I do agree with him on some...Sadly..I may
sometimes be the only other resident who addresses
the Board on an issue on which he has taken a stand...
I do think that Long Time members of the Pool complex know best what the
Pool's many
wonderful amenities are all about...all of its benefits and areas of
enjoyment..its positive aspects..
which are numerous...including a marvelous playground for youngsters...
and that a Study is just that...a Study...without the ability to personally and
deep down understand all of the various
aspects of enjoyment that the Pool complex brings to those

people and families who spend time there...lots of time..
possibly over many years...in the summer....One would have to be a Member
to understand what I mean...
not just an observer...or a visitor for a few hours...
I doubt that there have been requests for costly changes or additions to the
complex from
long time or even recent Pool members...
The loss of revenue from declining membership has obvious explanations..
including concerns over Covid-19...numerous Scarsdale residents with
Summer homes...and
those with Pools of their own....summer Memberships in Country

Clubs and Golf Clubs...children who go to Summer Camp..
and concerns from some Seniors..like us..about not being
able to leave our Chairs at the Pool
this summer...

Having 125 Non Resident families join was a good idea...
and brought in needed revenue...Perhaps to continue...
But I do regret that we are spending $114,000 to Study the
Pool...rather than
using it towards any needed repairs that are always to be
expected with such
a facility....For 50 years it has been self sustaining...
We need to be kind to the Pool and not change it to
something
it was not intended to be....
Thanks for always listening...
Susan Levine
Ardmore Road
-----Original Message----From: Mayor <mayor@scarsdale.com>
To: bal1998@aol.com <bal1998@aol.com>
Sent: Tue, Oct 12, 2021 9:00 pm
Subject: Fwd: From Resident Susan Levine...About the Scarsdale Pool
Hi Ms. Levine. As always, thank you for taking the time to write to us. I wanted to let you know that your
letter was also read into the record at our Oct 12 Village Board meeting by Mr. Harrison. I thought you
would like to know. Have a good evening, Jane
Jane Veron
Mayor
Village of Scarsdale
Mayor@scarsdale.com
Follow me @mayorjaneveron

RESOLUTION RE:

RATIFICATION AND APPROVAL OF A LOCAL
LAW ADOPTED BY THE SCARSDALE VILLAGE
BOARD AMENDING CHAPTER 269 OF THE
VILLAGE CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF
SCARSDALE ENTITLED “TAXATION” TO
INCREASE THE REAL PROPERTY TAX
EXEMPTION CAPS FOR MILITARY VETERANS
AS PERMITTED UNDER STATE LAW

WHEREAS,

on October 26, 2021, the Village Board of the Village of Scarsdale
adopted a local law, subject to the ratification and approval of the
Scarsdale Town Board, to amend Chapter 269 of the Village Code of
Scarsdale entitled “Taxation,” to increase the maximum exemption caps
for military veterans as allowed under Real Property Tax Law Section
458-(a); and, be it

RESOLVED,

the Scarsdale Town Board hereby ratifies and approves the actions of the
Village of Scarsdale Board of Trustees in amending Chapter 269 of the
Village Code of the Village of Scarsdale entitled “Taxation” to increase
the maximum exemption caps for military veterans as allowed under Real
Property Tax Law Section 458-(a); and be it further

RESOLVED,

this resolution shall be effective on the date hereby approved.

Submitted by:
Date:
For:

Village Manager
October 19, 2021
October 26, 2021

{01173208.docx.}

PUBLIC HEARING

Town of Scarsdale

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing is
scheduled by the Town Board of the Town of Scarsdale on Tuesday,
October 26, 2021 at 8:00 p.m. in Rutherford Hall in Scarsdale
Village

Hall,

or

by

accessing

the

meeting

at

https://zoom.us/j/93183703358, or calling in by dialing 1-929-4362866 and entering the Meeting ID, 931 8370 3358; to consider a
proposed local law to amend Chapter 269 of the Scarsdale Village
Code, entitled “Taxation”, to increase the Real Property Tax
Exemption for Military Veterans, as permitted under State Law.

Donna M. Conkling
Town Clerk
10/13/2021

RESOLUTION RE:

CALLING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON A
LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 269 OF THE
SCARSDALE VILLAGE CODE, ENTITLED
“TAXATION,” TO INCREASE THE REAL
PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION FOR MILITARY
VETERANS

RESOLVED,

that a Public Hearing is hereby scheduled by the Scarsdale Town Board at
8:00 P.M. on Tuesday, October 26, 2021, to be held at Rutherford Hall in
Village Hall, 1001 Post Road, Scarsdale, NY, and via Zoom video
conferencing service to consider a proposed local law to amend Chapter
269 of the Scarsdale Village Code, entitled “Taxation,” to increase the
Real Property Tax Exemption for Military Veterans, as permitted Under
State Law; and be it further

RESOLVED,

that members of the public wishing to present comments may do so in
person or online during the public comment phase of the hearing by
accessing the meeting at https://zoom.us/j/93183703358, or calling in by
dialing 1-929-436-2866 and entering the Meeting ID, 931 8370 3358; and
be it further

RESOLVED,

that the Town Clerk is hereby directed to publish notice of said hearing
pursuant to Village Law.

Submitted by:
Date:
For
Amended:

Village Manager
October 01, 2021
October 12, 2021
October 12, 2021
CERTIFICATION
THE ABOVE RESOLUTION WAS
ADOPTED BY THE TOWN BOARD
OF THE TOWN OF SCARSDALE
ON OCTOBER 12, 2021
___Donna M. Conkling______
DONNA M. CONKLING
TOWN CLERK

Village of Scarsdale

Memorandum
Assessor’s Officew
To:
From:
Date:
Re:

Robert Cole, Village Manager
Victoria Sirota, IAO, Assessor
September 17, 2021
Local law amending Chapter 269 entitled Taxation

On May 17, 2021, the Board of Legislators of the County of Westchester adopted the amendment
to Section 473.211 of the Laws of Westchester County of raising the Veterans Real Property Tax
Exemption caps for qualifying veterans.
Chapter 473 of the Laws of Westchester County and Section 458-a of the New York State Real
Property Tax Law provides for real property exemptions for veterans equal to fifteen percent of
the assessed value of property, subject to a cap of $54,000, multiplied by the latest state
equalization rate for the assessing unit. Veterans who served in a combat theater or combat zone
of operations can receive an additional exemption of ten percent, subject to a cap of $36,000
multiplied by the latest state equalization rate for the assessing unit. Service-disabled veterans
can receive an additional exemption equal to half of the veteran’s disability rating, subject to a
cap of $180,000 multiplied by the latest state equalization rate of the assessing unit.
Pursuant to state law, the County was entitled to increase those caps to $75,000, $50,000, and
$250,000, respectively. Being a “high-appreciation municipality,” the Town/Village of Scarsdale
also has the option of adopting these increased levels. Increasing these caps will provide property
tax relief for those that have served our country at a minimal cost to non-veteran taxpayers. The
town wide tax increase is estimated to be approximately $21,500 annually or $3.60 per parcel
(based on an average single family residential assessment of $1,510,000).
Thus, I recommend that the Village Board pass a local law increasing the Veteran Real Property
Tax Exemption caps for qualifying veterans to $75,000, $50,000, and $250,000, as provided for
under the Real Property Tax Law § 458-a.
I have attached a draft Local Law for the Village Board’s review and consideration. If adopted,
this local law would take effect as of the 2022 assessment roll or 2023 tax roll.

